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Contact us today! 519 - 942 - 1568 info@donsheatingandcooling.com

308 Broadway, Unit 4
Orangeville, Ontario

ASK US HOW

www.donsheatingandcooling.com

Financing offers available OAC. 
Some conditions apply.

Homeowners can get up to $10000 for retrofits 
 Enhanced rebates through a new partnership with Enbridge Gas and the 

Government of Canada’s Greener Home Grant

When it's time to invest in a new Heating and Cooling system, a CARRIER Hybrid Heat 
Pump is the perfect solution. A CARRIER Hybrid Heat Pump will reduce your carbon foot-
print and at the same time lower your Heating and Cooling bills Substantially. The heat a 

Heat Pump delivers is FREE, all you are paying for is the transportation costs, this means 
that for every $1.00 you spend in electricity the CARRIER Hybrid Heat Pump will deliver 
$3.00 of heat. This means 300% efficiency. Between the Government of Ontario and En-
bridge there are up to $6500 in rebates. The Carrier Hybrid Heat Pump will be a smaller 

investment then a typical Gas Furnace and Central Air conditioning system. Contact us for 
details and to get your FREE no obligation quote on a Carrier Hybrid Heat Pump. 

Contact us for Details

For full rebate details 
scan the QR code
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Pharmacist Today!

Swelling ankles or legs? 

Pharmacist Today!

Swelling ankles or legs? Swelling ankles or legs? 
Varicose veins?
Our Sigvaris stocking  
fitter can help.
GIVE US A CALL.

let’s talk about… 
medication manager ®
Safe. Accurate. Simple. Proven. 
Effective. Efficient. Convenient.  
Helpful. Practical.
It’s managing your medication  
made easy.

Facebook.com/Pages/Pharmasave-cookstown

Cookstown Pharmasave

Seniors’ Day Every Wednesday
(65 and over)
10% Off store wide
Some restrictions apply - 
see store for details.

Pharmacist Today!

Swelling ankles or legs? 

Pharmacist Today!

Swelling ankles or legs? 

Pharmacist Today!

Swelling ankles or legs? 

It’s past midnight and you are in an 
emergency. It is critical for your care to know 
the medications you are taking.  
Don’t have your list?
No problem with Pharmasave’s 
eCare!
Like online banking, your medical information 
is just a click away! Safe, secure and with 
many other features including eRefills and 
health information. Pharmasave.com/eCare
Register for eCare with your Pharmasave 
Pharmacist today!

Cookstown Pharmasave
52 Queen Street, Unit 2, Cookstown
Phone 705-458-1292 
Email dave@cookstownpharmasave.com

Call to book your appointment today!

Cookstown Pharmasave now offers 
an in-store foot care clinic once 
monthly!
• Assess patient’s feet, medical history
• Cut and file toenails
• Treat ingrown toenails, corns, calluses and 
fungal nails

• Moisturize the skin
• Document/chart patient’s progress
• Refer to other healthcare professional,  
if required

http://briarcrier.ca
https://www.facebook.com/pharmasavecookstown/
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A  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  M a g a z i n e
WEB: BriarCrier.ca

HOURS: 9 to 5 Monday to Friday

SENDING US INFORMATION
▶ DEADLINES

FOR THE MARCH ISSUE: 
Friday, February 10th

FOR THE APRIL ISSUE: 
Friday, March 10th

Residents are welcome to submit 
information for inclusion in the 
Community News, Bargain Market, and 
Resident Messages sections free of 
charge (some limitations apply).
Our mission is to promote community. 
You can help – send a picture, story, 
poem; anything you think residents 
will enjoy.
The Briar Crier promotes the activities of 
many local volunteer-run organizations 
gratuitously. For information, contact 
Marie Fischer, Margravine Media Inc., at  
705-434-4569.
Please note that submissions may be 
edited for clarity and brevity.
Please email your submission to the 
Editor, Marie Fischer at  
mariefischer@briarcrier.ca
We respect your privacy and do not sell, 
rent, or share your personal information 
with anyone.

Publisher 

MARGR AVINE MEDIA INC 
PO BOX 686

ALLISTON ON L9R 1V8
Phone 705-434-4569

 Email  mariefischer@briarcrier.ca

 8 Around Town
 Area News and Events 

 6 Editor's Desk

16 Lifestyle
 Articles & Columns 
 

21 Briar Hill Community Centre

21 Marketplace
 Bargain Market Ads 
 Classified Ads

Volume 32, Issue 9

Editor-in-Chief Marie Fischer

Advertising Design Joanne Radyk-Carrick

Contributors
Trent Mayers: Wine Journeys

 Year 32!

Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily intended 
to reflect those of the Publisher. Margravine Media Inc. accepts no 
responsibility or liability for claims made for any product or service 
reported on or advertised in this issue. Margravine Media Inc. also 
reserves the right to limit liability for omissions and errors to a printed 
correction in the next issue.

http://BriarCrier.ca
mailto:mariefischer%40briarcrier.ca?subject=
mailto:mariefischer%40briarcrier.ca?subject=
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Take BackTake Back
ControlControl

Prices KeepPrices Keep
IncreasingIncreasing......

WE HAVE MANY DIFFERENT 
OPTIONS TO HELP YOU

Low Income • Bad Credit • Huge Debt Loads

ADVICE 
IS FREEIS FREE

Are you struggling financially?Are you struggling financially?

Kristen Ross
Mortgage Broker 

(705) 890-1459

Lisa Purchase
Mortgage Broker

(705) 434-1266

H/O: 1370 Killarney Beach Road, Box 190, Lefroy, ON L0L 1W0

#11707

http://briarcrier.ca
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Hello Briar residents,
It feels like forever since I last wrote. I hope you 
have been keeping busy and well. I have, for the 
most part. I, unfortunately, did contract the virus 
that caused an acute case of bronchitis for so many 
people (including myself). I had it for more than 
five weeks. I am grateful though, that it wasn't 
something worse.
The weather has been reasonably good, although if 
you're like me, you may have found yourself inside 
more than not. I am not a fan of winter, although 
I do appreciate those winter days when the sun 
shines brightly just after it has snowed. It's so 
peaceful then, and I like that it makes me feel like 
it's a good time to just laze around!
I am giving up some of this page to a long-time 
Briar Hill resident, Beatriz Baumfeld, who is 
walking in the fundraising event Coldest Night of 
the Year in Alliston – see right. There are so many 
people in need – too many. I believe that society 
has a responsibility to help those in need, and 
sadly, we have dropped the ball. It's time to throw 
it!
I wish the best for you and hope the days ahead 
bring you joy.

Editor's Desk

RESIDENT LETTER (FUNDRAISER):

For those who don’t know me, I have been a Briar 
Hill Resident for the last 22½ years.
As you know, there are more people in need 
than ever before with Covid, Omicron, Flu, and 
pulmonary infections going around, not to mention 
inflation, high prices and everything else that is 
happening in our world.
It is cold out there! In February, I am going to 
do something to help. Together with thousands 
of Canadians across the country, I am walking 
and fundraising to support people and families 
experiencing homelessness, hurt and hunger in our 
Community. I will be walking 5 km or more and 
with your help, we can give many people in need a 
good hot meal, some shelter and warmth, and most 
of all, show them that we care!
If you wish, you may join me and my Team in the 
walk, help fundraise, or if you are able, you may 
simply make a donation. Click here to Link to my 
fundraising page online or call me at (see below).
Click on the ad above to link to CNOY Alliston 
— Enter my name, Beatriz Baumfeld, to view my 
fundraising page.
Tax receipt provided for donations of $20 or more.

Thanking you in advance.
Many blessings to you!
Beatriz Baumfeld 705-435-9111See Page 22 for Resident Messages

https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?registrationID=5151821&langPref=en-CA
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LIVE AT THE GIBSON CENTRE

The

Centre for Community, Arts & Culture

FEBRUARY 23, 2023
WWW.GIBSONCENTRE.COM
 Tickets
* PLUS TAX 
  + FEES

$50

AROUND TOWN: NEWS & EVENTS

Letter from Ward 4 Councillor  
Alan Masters
Well, I can report things are moving at a hectic 
pace at Council! I have attended many meetings, 
such as council orientation, strategic planning 
and budget sessions, which were followed by 
varied town planning sessions, to name a few. 
In addition, I have already had meetings with 
many associations and private groups, all giving 
their input to share their thoughts. Through it all 
I’ve found it invigorating and can see a cohesive 
council with some bright minds contributing to 
move the town in the right direction, in my view.  
However, I know we will be faced with some new 
major challenges as Bill 23 and other government 
rulings come into play. I have received requests 
from Briar residents to look into the Coyote 
problem, illegal dumping and accessibility to the 
NTRC Rec Centre walking track. I believe the 
car theft issue has now been put to bed with the 
culprits being arrested. No. 4 Fire Station is still 
top of mind, and I have noted a strong demand 
across New Tecumseth for improved public transit.
On another note, I have been hiking through 
the Briars for the past 2 years and noted other 
residents shared a common interest, so I would like 
to propose a weekly hike through the Briars and 
invite those residents interested in joining to share 

http://briarcrier.ca
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AROUND TOWN: NEWS & EVENTS

regularly. I think this would be a great way to meet 
your neighbors and get some exercise. 
Stay healthy out there!
Alan Masters 
Councillor Ward 4
em amasters@newtecumseth.ca / ph 705-890-4365

CONTACT Hosts Free Community 
Seniors Programs
ALLISTON, ON — CONTACT Community Services 
is pleased to present Keeping Connected – Seniors’ 
Wellness Programs throughout South Simcoe, which 
is funded in part by the Ontario Seniors Community 
Grant Program and the Government of Canada’s  
New Horizons for Seniors Program. CONTACT will 
be hosting a comprehensive selection of entertaining 
and informative free seniors programming in the 
upcoming months.

Seniors will have the opportunity to enjoy a variety 
of arts programs, learning seminars, health and safety 
training, cooking and live music, provided by local 
experts at multiple locations in South Simcoe. Most 
programs will include free takeaways to further 
enhance the experience at home. 

The creative fundamentals of these activities  
directly develop and enhance seniors’ inventiveness, 
and seniors’ health will also benefit through 
socialization with others while learning new ways 
to cope and keep connected with those they love. 
Keeping Connected’- Seniors' Wellness Program  
will have a long-lasting and positive impact on the 
overall community providing social engagement, 

Friday February 3 
Beet’n Boomers 

Friday February 17
Jazz Mandu $30

Easy Listening Jazz Favourites 

Thursday February 23 
Keep the Faith – Bon Jovi Tribute $50 

Sunday February 26 2:00 - 4:00 pm 
Skyliner’s Big Band $30 

Sunday Classical Concert Series 
March 5, March 19, April 2 and April 16 

Series Tickets 
$100 for all four performances or $32 each 

ALL DETAILS AT GIBSONCENTRE.COM

The

Centre for Community, Arts & Culture

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES

705-435-2828 | gibsoncentre.com | 63 Tupper St. W.

The

Centre for Community, Arts & Culture

mailto:amasters%40newtecumseth.ca?subject=
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Streets for Stevenson 
An online auction in support of

Come join us for the

For more information, please visit 
bit.ly/StreetsForStevenson

January 20 to March 3, 2023

personal stimulation, and a creative outlet in a group 
setting. It will also help seniors learn coping strategies 
for the longer-term, develop friendships, build 
confidence, and discover/re-engage in hobbies.

For more information, please contact  
Brenda Pufek, brenda@contactcommunityservices.ca 
705-391-8540

About CONTACT Community Services

CONTACT Community Services is a registered 
charity with a 40-year history of taking a proactive 
approach to addressing changing social needs. As 
a community-based agency with multiple locations 
in rural communities, our programs meet the needs 
of over 3,000 families, adults, seniors, and youth 
from all cultural, social, and economic backgrounds 
every year. We provide support to some of South 
Simcoe’s most vulnerable residents by helping them 
access the vital services including housing supports, 
employment services, community engagement 
programs, and access to gently used clothing and 
household items at ‘The Clothes Line’ thrift store in 
Alliston and Bradford West Gwillimbury.

Alliston | 85 Victoria St. W. (705) 435-6481

Innisfil | HWY 400 at Innisfil Beach Road (705) 431-2500

2

1

3
Get a Grip on Winter!

Available At

Made in Canada

10%
SENIORS 

DISCOUNT

http://briarcrier.ca
http://bit.ly/streetsforstevenson
mailto:brenda%40contactcommunityservices.ca?subject=
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169 Dufferin St S 
Unit 6

705-435-1513

Come make great wine with us!
WHAT’S GOING ON AT THE NEW 
TECUMSETH PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Julie Fox-Snively

Join us in one of our many programs and events 
this February to beat the mid-winter blues! For 
the most up-to-date information, please visit our 
website at www.ntpl.ca 
HOLIDAY HOURS: NTPL will be  
CLOSED February 20th for Family Day
FREE PROGRAMS & EVENTS ONLINE: 
Registration is required for most NTPL programs. 
Unless otherwise noted, please register by visiting 
the calendar of events on our website at www.ntpl.
ca/events-calendar/ and clicking on the event you 
wish to register for; or by calling your local branch. 
For more information about any of our adult pro-
grams, or to register for events noted as “please 
email Kim”, please contact Kim at  
kimburgess@ntpl.ca

Canadian Mental Health Association York  
Region & South Simcoe: NTPL is partnering with 
the Canadian Mental Health Association York Region 
& South Simcoe to provide our community with a 
variety of programs. Learn more at https://ntpl.ca/
cmha-yrss-ntpl-partnership-programs/

Volunteers Needed for Free Community  
Tax Clinics: NTPL and the United Way Simcoe 
Muskoka (UWSM) are making plans to host free 
income tax clinics for low-income households in 
New Tecumseth in 2023. UWSM is currently look-
ing for volunteers; for more information on volun-
teering please visit United Way Simcoe Muskoka | 
United Way Simcoe Muskoka Tax Clinic  
uwsimcoemuskoka.ca

Simcoe Author Talk Series: Caroline Bishop 
 – The Other Daughter: Thursday, February 2  
@ 1pm, Zoom
Wordsmiths Please email Kim to register: 
Tuesday, February 7 @ 1pm, Zoom
NTPL’s Poetry Circle: Thursday, February 9 
@ 2 pm, Zoom **Now the 2nd Thursday of  
the month 
NTPL’s Kanopy Club: The Electrical Life of Louis 
Wain (2021): Thursday, February 9 @ 7pm, Zoom 
3D Printed Pots: Tuesday, February 14 @ 4:30pm 
CRIC IdeaLab, Tottenham Cost: $7/person

www.allandaletechnologies.com

Made for 
Our Climate

416-528-4549

Electric 
Vehicle 
Chargers
FOR YOUR
• Home
• Office
• Destination

AROUND TOWN: NEWS & EVENTS

http://www.ntpl.ca
http://www.ntpl.ca/events-calendar/
http://www.ntpl.ca/events-calendar/
mailto:kimburgess%40ntpl.ca?subject=
https://ntpl.ca/cmha-yrss-ntpl-partnership-programs/
https://ntpl.ca/cmha-yrss-ntpl-partnership-programs/
http://uwsimcoemuskoka.ca
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CROWN
UPHOLSTERY & WINDOW COVERINGS

FULL WINDOW 
COVERING SERVICES

VISIT OUR STORE FOR THE LATEST 
IN WINDOW COVERING TRENDS

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1987

CONTACT US TODAY!CONTACT US TODAY!
crownupholstery.ca

crown@bellnet.ca

705-435-0122

KINGSDOWN
Live life well rested

LAURA-JEAN DAWE
Sales Representative
Direct: 705-734-5730

www.SouthSimcoeProperties.com
 ljdawe1957@gmail.com

Call me today for a FREE
No obligation, Market Evaluation of your home!

REALTY INC. BROKERAGE

35+ 
YEARS

Experience
Independently owned & operated

Genealogy Club: Please email Chris at  
clee@ntpl.ca to register. Wednesday, February 15  
@ 3 pm, Zoom

Beeton Cookbook Club: Apron Strings: Navigating 
Food and Family in France, Italy and China by J 
an Wong: Wednesday, February 15 @ 6:30 pm, 
Beeton
NTPL’s Film Society Presents: Step Inside a 
Hollywood Dream Factory! (Part 2 of 3): 
Friday, February 17 @ 1:30 pm, Beeton
Wordsmiths: Please email Kim to register. 
Tuesday, February 21 @ 1 pm, Alliston
Laser Engraved Acrylic Lamp: Tuesday,  
February 21 @ 4:30 pm, CRIC IdeaLab, Tottenham 
Cost: $10/person
Banned Books and Beers: Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale, 
My Father Bleeds History: Wednesday, February 22 
@ 2 pm, Beeton Muddy Water Tavern.
Tech Assist Tutorials: Do you have questions; 
 a new smartphone/tablet that you aren’t quite sure 
how to use; need help getting started with Libby to 
access eBooks and eAudiobooks? Would you like to 
learn how to attend a library program using Zoom? 
One-on-one sessions are now available and are 
offered by appointment only. Call or email your local 
branch to request a one-on-one training session.  
Alliston 705-435-5651alliston@ntpl.ca 
Beeton 905-729-3726 beeton@ntpl.ca  
Tottenham 905-936-2291 tottenham@ntpl.ca

THINGS TO TAKE YOUR GRANDKIDS TO DO: 
For information about our Children’s Program 
(Kathy) and Youth Program (Paula), please contact 
child-youth services@ntpl.ca. For more information 
about CRIC IdeaLab programs, please contact 
Cameron at chackett@ntpl.ca

117 Young St., Unit 11, Alliston

http://briarcrier.ca
http://www.briscofurniture.com
mailto:ljdawe1957%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:clee%40ntpl.ca?subject=
http://alliston@ntpl.ca
http://beeton@ntpl.ca
http://tottenham@ntpl.ca
http://child-youthservices@ntpl.ca
mailto:chackett%40ntpl.ca?subject=
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Alliston’s Complete Furniture
and Appliance Store

Downtown Alliston
43 Victoria Street West
Serving Green Briar & Briar Hill 

since 1983

705•435•5678

furniture & appliance ltd

Palliser

Frigidaire

Whirlpool & 
KitchenAid

Maytag

Décor Rest

Authorized 
Dealer for 

kenbrisco@bellnet.ca | www.briscofurniture.com

FREE
Delivery, Setup 
& Removal of 

Replaced 
Product

BLINDS SHUTTERSDRAPERY
35 Victoria St. East, Town Square

Alliston, Ontario
705.435.9869

FREE SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE INSTALL AND NO TAXES
when this ad is presented at the time of consultation

www.colorstudio.ca
info@colorstudio.ca

SHOWROOM OPEN TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 11-4PM 
OTHERWISE BY APPOINTMENT

Kelly has served the real estate needs  
of this community since 1989.

FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION
Sales Representative

CONTACT RCR Realty, Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

7 Victoria Street West, Alliston 
705-435-3000 or 1-866-772-5368 
E-mail kmccague@royallepage.ca
www.kellymccague.com
Committed to providing the highest 
level of professional standards

My Sister’s Place High Tea
After a 2 year hiatus due to COVID and having to 
host this event virtually, we are so excited to be 
holding our High Tea Fundraiser in person this year. 
The event will take place on March 4th, 2023 from 
1pm-3pm at the Tottenham Community Centre.  
While the virtual event was fun, we missed seeing 
everyone in their fancy hats, fascinators and heels!
We have slowly been getting out into the community 
and it feels so good! Last summer and fall we 
attended several local festivals, and during the 
Christmas season were present at local tree lightings 
and events. 

“It’s so great to get to meet and greet people in 
person, talk, and thank our supporters face to face.  
It means so much more to have that personal 

http://www.briscofurniture.com
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We’re All About

WE 
WELCOME 

NEW 
PATIENTS

29 Main Street West, Suite 100, Beeton  |  905-729-7272  |  www.beetonfamilydentist.com

and Your Smileand Your Smile
Did You Know... 
Your oral health can 
have an impact on the 
health of your heart

dental hygiene is a vital part of your 
overall health

Book Your Appointment Today!

We Can Help With 
Your Regular Check Ups

lloveove Your HeartYour Heart

http://briarcrier.ca
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For all your 
Plumbing needs!
Toilets • Faucets • Drain Cleaning

Locally Owned & Operated
705-434-0100
info@PTPlumbing.ca

PT PLUMBING

10%
SENIORS 

DISCOUNT

Scott’S Auto RepAiRS

FULL SERVICE REPAIR 
AND DIAGNOSTICS

114 Dufferin Street South
Alliston, ON L9R 1E9

705-435-2641

 Independently Owned 
Servicing our community for over 30 years!

AROUND TOWN: NEWS & EVENTS

interaction with community members and donors” 
says My Sister’s Place Executive Director  
Deborah Herrington. 

At My Sister’s Place we are dedicated to providing 
a safe environment for women and their dependents 
while empowering women to live free from violence 
and oppression. Helping them with a fresh start and 
connecting them with the supports they need to make 
this transition. 

The High Tea will be our first fundraiser of 2023 and 
we are looking to start the year with a very successful 
in person event. Tickets are $30 and can be purchased 
by calling 705-435-9400, x-226. 

There will be prizes for best hat and fascinator, door 
prizes, raffle prizes, live music and swag bags for 
each guest. 

100% of proceeds raised at the High Tea go directly 
to the Shelter and our outreach programs.

So pull out your favourite outfit, put on your best 
hat, grab your friends and join us for an excellent 
afternoon out in Tottenham! We look so forward to 
seeing you there!

Alliston Garden Club Meeting
Meetings start at 7pm and are held in Shilton Hall 
at St. John's United Church, 56 Victoria St. East, in 
Alliston (across from Shoppers’ Drug Mart).
Come early for coffee or tea and goodies.  
No charge for visitors.

Trinity Centennial Bell Ringers
Want to Ring Handbells? Our group of ding-a-lings 
needs a few more clackers, and men are welcome 
too! Why not come to come a practice?
We practice on Wednesdays from 1:30 to 3pm at 
Trinity Centennial United Churchl at 4903 2nd 
Concession Tosorontio, Rosemont. We perform in a 
Sunday service about every 4 weeks.
If interested, please contact Ingrid Elliott for more 
details: i_grant_elliott@hotmail.com or  
705-250-1535 (home) or 416-433-0651 (cell).
Some prior knowledge of music reading is helpful.

http://kellymccague.com
mailto:i_grant_elliott%40hotmail.com?subject=
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Can we handle any  
more garbage?  

A circular economy aims to eliminate waste and 
our reliance on natural resources by encouraging us 
to keep products and materials in use. This reduces 
greenhouse gases, saves energy and creates jobs. 
By reducing the amount of waste we create, we 
help protect the environment, limit waste going to 
landfill, and save money.

Canadian bestselling author JB MacKinnon is on a 
mission to get us to buy a lot less stuff. His book, 
The Day the World Stops Shopping, examines what 
would happen if we transformed into a society that 
does not revolve around shopping and using our 
credit card as a primary tool.  

Overconsumption is at the root of our 
environmental crisis. Environmental activist, 
David Suzuki often talks about “the absurdity of 
endless economic growth”. The measure of how 
well our governments and corporations are doing 
is their record of economic growth. But the earth 
is finite and cannot grow. An economic model 
that is built on “make, use, dispose and repeat” 
is not sustainable. We need to ask ourselves if 
we are happier with all the stuff we buy. How 
much is enough? We are stuck in a pattern of 
overconsumption and waste. Perhaps it is neither 
realistic nor economically feasible if we all stopped 
shopping tomorrow. However, while the economy 
and society shift to a more sustainable model, we 
need to reduce our consumption and lower our 
waste emissions. 

Consider some statistics. We are devouring the 
planet’s resources at a rate 1.7 times faster than it 
can regenerate. According to Community Research 
Connections (CRC Research), on a per capita 
basis, Canada is the #1 producer of garbage in the 
world. Let me repeat. We are the #1 producer of 
garbage in the world. We generate approximately 
31 million tonnes of garbage per year. At home, 
in Simcoe County, the department of Solid Waste 
Management for the County of Simcoe reports 
that, based on forecasted tonnages and population 
growth, the County’s three remaining landfills will 
reach capacity by 2029. So, what do we do?

We're all consumers. What we buy and how we 

http://briarcrier.ca
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705-458-APEX (2739)
14 Queen Street, Cookstown
www.apexplumbingdecor.ca Luxury bathroom

and kitchen products

WEDNESDAY’S 
SENIOR DISCOUNT 

(Please Present This Ad)

GET AN EXTRA 5% 
ON ALL SALE/DISPLAY ITEMS

OFF
ALL REGULAR
PRICED FIXTURES25%

12
0
17
17
C
N
.1

Depta Insurance  
Agency Inc.
Norm Depta, Agent 
22 Church St S  
Alliston ON L9R 1S7 
705-435-1434

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply. 
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of  
the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du Québec, used under licence.

Better savings start here
Lower your premiums when you insure 
both your car and home with us. 

Stop in, call or click to contact me today.

dispose of waste can harm the environment.   
A big part of a sustainable life choice is choosing 
the type of consumer we're going to be. Mindful 
consumers think about the environmental impact 
of what they buy and more importantly whether 
they need to buy at all. Join the waste reduction 
movement to reduce your environmental impact 
and help keep items out of the landfill.

Join us for the first in our waste reduction series, 
our free Talking Trash event with guest speaker, 
Sally Pittaway, County of Simcoe Solid Waste 
Management  – February 7 at 7 p.m., at  
St. Andrew Church, 125 Wellington Street West, 
Alliston.

Louise Montague 
Greys for Green

www.allandaletechnologies.com

Made for 
Our Climate

416-528-4549

Electric 
Vehicle 
Chargers
FOR YOUR
• Home
• Office
• Destination

AROUND TOWN: NEWS & EVENTS

www.HERBERTSBOOTS.com

Alliston | 85 Victoria Street West | (705) 435-6481
Innisfil | HWY 400 at Innisfil Beach Road | (705) 431-2500

AAvvaaiillaabbllee aatt
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FEBRUARY NEWS 

EXCITING “POP UP” PROGRAMS 
Thursday February 2 at 1:00 pm  
  in the BHCC Great Room  

The Changing Face of Health Care 
With experience ranging from working in Somali 
refugee camps to opening her own clinic in 
Cookstown, Kelly will tell us how she became a 
Nurse Practitioner.  Come find out how a Nurse 
practitioner fits into the Health Care System and 
what services she can provide. 
 

Thursday February 16 at 1:30 pm  
  in the BHCC Great Room  

Matthews House 
With Megan Rochford & Eryn Manchand 
Topics: 

• Community hospice programs for people 
living with life limiting illnesses and 
caregivers 

• End of Life and residential support 
• Hospice at Home PSW support 
• Grief and bereavement programs 
• Warm Door program 

 
For those who wish to attend, please register by 
email at bhcc@rogers.com 

Watch for details! 
If you are not getting the eNEWS each week, 
contact the BHCC office to have your name added 
to the distribution list, or see the online form on 
the BHCC website. 
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The Briar Hill Community Centre is open to all Residents daily from 8am - 11pm 
The BHCC Administrative Office hours are Monday to Thursday from 9am to 3pm 
Telephone  705-435-8066 Email bhcc@rogers.com Website bhccontheweb.ca 

             
        

Call for Volunteers 
Last fall, the members of the BHCC Social 
Committee resigned.  They had spent many years 
planning and hosting special events for the 
enjoyment of Briar Hill residents.  They decided 
collectively that it was time for a new team to 
bring new ideas and events to the Community 
Centre.  Thank you to each of them for their 
contribution to many enjoyable events.  
We are looking for energetic, residents who are 
interested in working together to plan and host 
some exciting social events. No special talent is 
required – just an interest in getting together with 
like individuals to share ideas and to work on 
events that the committee plans. Without a 
committee, it will not be possible to host the 
many special events that we have enjoyed in the 
past.   
If you are interested in getting involved, we 
would love to hear from you. Call the office or 
send an email to bhcc@rogers.com. 
 
NEW / RESTARTING ACTIVITIES 
•  Mixed Cribbage Mondays 10:30 to 12 in the 
East Room. 
•  Mixed Euchre Alternate Wednesdays 7 pm 
Lower Level 
•  Peer Learning Group Tuesdays 9:00am East 
Room 
 

Successful Holiday Events! 
Members of the BHCC Board of Directors decided 
that we could not let the season pass without 
celebrating. They decided to host the Christmas 
Sing-Along and the New Year’s Eve Celebration. 
The events were an overwhelming success!  Many 
Thanks to all the Volunteers who helped! 
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February’s significant date is the 14th, 
Valentine’s Day, and what better gift for your 
Valentine than a special dinner with wine 

pairing(s). There are so many classic dishes that are 
fantastic when paired with wine. Might we suggest 
these to make your Valentine Day Special?

Appetizers – Nothing is better than Sparkling to 
start a meal. Terrific examples come from Ontario, 
Spain, Italy, and, of course, France.

Grilled Ribeye Steak – This flavourful cut was 
meant for a good Cabernet Sauvignon from 
California or Chile, but the Old World reds from 
Bordeaux, Spain (Rioja or Ribera del Duero), or 
Southern Tuscany (Brunello di Montalcino or 
Rosso di Montalcino) would be wonderful as well.

Chicken with Herbs – You could complement 
this with either a red or a white wine. If you prefer 
white, contrast with an unoaked Chardonnay that 
has a fresh fruitiness or, if red is your thing, try a 
medium bodied Carmenère from Chile that has an 
herbal note to complement this dish.

Pork Prepared with Mushroom Mustard Cream 
– This was made to match with a red that has 
lighter tannins, along with spice and earthiness. 
Pinot Noirs from Ontario, Burgundy, Oregon, and 
certain cooler parts of California (for example, 
Russian River Valley, Sonoma Coast, or Carneros) 
exemplify that style.

Ceviche - You need a lighter wine that doesn’t 
overpower the delicate flavours, but ideally with a 

little citrus as well. Try it with a Sauvignon Blanc 
from Chile, an Albariño from Spain, or an Ontario 
Riesling. Don’t be afraid to try a dry Rosé either.

Cassoulet with Duck Confit and Sausage –  
Duck, sausage, and beans are robust flavours and 
need an equally vigorous wine. The perfect pairing 
would be a red wine from the Southern Rhone 
(consider Cotes du Rhone, Vacqueyras, Gigondas, 
Chateauneuf du Pape) or from Costieres de Nimes 
in France’s Languedoc.

Pizza or Pasta with Tomato Sauce – Red wines 
with moderate tannins and equally moderate, or no, 
oak are best since high tannins clash with tomato. 
Chianti falls in this realm as do Valpolicella and 
Barbera from Italy as well as Gamay from Ontario.

Risotto – The creaminess of the starch calls for  
a white with good acidity to cut the richness.   
A Gavi from Piedmont in Italy would be superb, 
but a Pinot Blanc from France (or its cousin known 
as Pinot Bianco in Italy) or a dry Chenin Blanc 
from South Africa would be splendid as well.

My ratings are based on a 5 star system developed 
by Michael Broadbent: 5 stars: Outstanding; 4 
stars: Very good; 3 stars: Good; 2 stars: Moderately 
good; 1 star: Not very good, but not bad;  
No stars: Poor. 

Paco & Lola Albariño 2021 ★★★½+ $18.95 
(Vintages)
Albariño, a grape from the Rias Baixas region in 
Spain, makes a truly lovely white that deserves 
more awareness. The wine is a dry, fruity delight 
steeped in pineapple, stone fruits, lemon and 
intense minerals with a longish finish. Pairing it 
with seafood or salads would be brilliant, but it’s 
also great by itself.

Miguel Torres Ándica Reserva Sauvignon Blanc 
2021 ★★★★ $16.95 (Vintages)
Produced organically, this wine exemplifies 
Sauvignon Blanc’s gooseberry fruit fused with 
lemon, lime, grapefruit, and fresh cut hay. It strikes 
a nice balance - not as rich in fruit as the New 
Zealand version, but less austere than the French. 
Pesto pastas or seafood would go well with this 
fresh white.
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Santa Margherita Brut Sparkling Rosé NV 
★★★½ $19.95 (Vintages)
A very good Italian Sparkling made in the Prosecco 
style vinified mostly from Chardonnay and Glera 
with just a splash of Malbec that renders it pale 
pink. Nice berry flavours in the glass tempered 
with lemon, apple, and a toasty, grapefruit peel 
finish. It’s a lighter bodied fizz that would do well 
with appetizers and seafood, or as an aperitif.

Pérez Cruz Limited Edition Carmenère 2020 
★★★½+ $19.95 (Vintages)
Carmenère is becoming a signature grape for Chile 
that has the perfect climate to guarantee it ripens 
well. It makes a full bodied, moderately tannic 
wine filled with dark fruits and blueberry jam 
that always has an herbal edge of sage, rosemary, 
and thyme to make it interesting. Steaks, herbed 
chicken, or stews would complement it nicely. 

Knappstein Clare Valley Cabernet Sauvignon 
2019 ★★★★+ $19.95 (Vintages)
Here’s another excellent wine from Knappstein to 
go with their Shiraz that was reviewed recently. 
Pure Cabernet fruit displaying cassis, blackberry, 
and black cherry is united with tobacco, mint, 
sage leaf, leather, burnt sugar, smoke, and just the 
proper touch of vanilla. It also reveals typically 
high tannins and acidity that are best calmed with 
steak frites, mushroom ragu, or pork roulade.

Linajes 12 Ribera del Duero Tempranillo 
Crianza 2017 ★★★★ $19.95 (Vintages)
Ribera del Duero wines are often blends, but this 
one is 100% Tempranillo. They are also typically 
a little bigger wines than Riojas and this is no 
exception. It’s positively overflowing with black 

Call Call Wendy Small when you need it allwhen you need it all!!

Thinking of making a MOVE? 
You need a respected, knowledgeable real estate 
professional who offers outstanding customer 
service, attention to every detail, and integrity!
Award Winning representative with years of 
experience in the Briar Hill/Green Briar 
communities.
Long-term resident • Condominium Board Member

  Sales Representative

C  905.724.0717 
O 705.435.3000  
wendysmall@royallepage.ca
wendysmall.com 
7 Victoria Street West, Alliston7 Victoria Street West, Alliston

RCR Realty, Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

Wendy SmallWendy Small

FREE Home Evaluation

fruits and vanilla interwoven with cedar, menthol, 
and baked caramel. The tannins are big as well; so, 
decanting is in order. After it gets some air, match 
it up it with beef or pork roasts.

Therianthropy Ruby Woolf Pinot Noir 2021 
★★★½+ $29.95 (Winery, Online)
Now this is a seriously well made wine from a 
small artisanal winery located in Creemore. 
They source the fruit from the St. David’s Bench in 
Niagara and then ferment with 50% whole clusters. 
Subsequently, the wine is rested on the lees for 7 
months, followed by bottling without filtration or 
fining. The result is a dry, Burgundian style with 
attractively concentrated sour cherries, cranberry, 
pomegranate, cinnamon, and earth. Serve it with 
mushroom risotto or bloomy rind cheeses.

Valcatrina by Santos Lima 2020 ★★★½+ 
$15.95 (Vintages)
Portugal produces some superb values and this is 
one of them. Deeply coloured, it’s packed with 
blackberry, black currant jam, vanilla, and mocha. 
It’s very good, but also a bit wild, clocking in at 
14.5% alcohol, which means it needs “go big or go 
home” foods to bring out its best. Ribs awash with 
BBQ sauce or burgers loaded with all the usual 
suspects, including bacon and cheddar, would  
tame it.
Our wine events are on our website  
(winejourneys.ca/events/). If you are interested in 
our wine club or to book a wine event for home, 
charities, or work, please let us know. We can be 
reached at itrent.mayers@gmail.com. 

Cheers and enjoy the journey,  
Trent

LIFESTYLE
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 RESIDENT MESSAGES / MARKETPLACE

CLASSIFIED ADS
PAID ADVERTISING 

Email mfischer@briarcrier.ca 
or phone 705-434-4569

SERVICES

Door-to-Door Airport Rides at Budget 
prices: Luxurious SUV. Briar Hill resident 
pilotpeteincommand@rogers.com or 416-471-0200.

Fully Licensed Collector: Looking for any 
unwanted firearms, hunting equipment and 
military items: Call Jim at 519-216-0590.

Always Clean: Professional House Cleaning 
and House Sitting Services. Let me declutter and 
organize. Affordable, Reliable and I Guarantee you 
will love my services. Call Cheryl at 647-567-8459.

Briar Hill House Watch: Services include 
scheduled visits starting at $8. Additional charges 
for mail pick-up and forwarding, plant care, cat 
sitting. Residents serving Briar Hill for 15 years.
Cathy Morden 705-435-4159  
cathy.morden@gmail.com

BARGAIN MARKET  
PERSONAL ITEMS FOR SALE

FREE TO BRIAR RESIDENTS 
30 word maximum - maximum value $500

FOR SALE
Antiques & Collectibles: Call Lori or Pauline at  
705-250-1908 
Wooden Music Centre: Listen to the radio, CDs, or 
records on the record player, or even record your 
own (20w x 13L x 12h). Excellent condition. $65. 
Call 705-250-0756
Gold coloured sofa: Very good condition with 2 
accent cushions. Asking $150. Will send photo if 
requested. 705-435-3590.
Seeking reliable person for dog sitting in Briar 
Hill area: Our little girl is very well-behaved, and 
completely house trained. Please call Lene 
705-435-2884 or email leneeline47@gmail.com

Margravine Media Inc. (Publisher of the Briar Crier), its board members and 
service providers assume no responsibility for the advertisers, their claims, 
products and services that appear in this magazine and/or on our website, nor 
do we recommend any one particular service or product advertised.

RESIDENT MESSAGES
Best Wishes, Thanks, Birthday, Anniversary, 

Engagement, Marriage, Personal, Special Occasion, 
Sympathy, Obituaries/In Memoriam

NO CHARGE! (50 word maximum please)

IN MEMORIAM
1939-2022 Kiriakos (Kenny) 
Grammatikopoulos: Kenny passed away 
peacefully, surrounded by family, on Sunday, 
December 25, 2022 at Matthews House Hospice. 
My Greek husband, father and grandfather will be 
missed by our daughters Nelly and husband John, 
Korina, and grandchildren Maria, Ireni & Heleny, 
as well as by many friends in Green Briar and 
family in Greece and the USA. Forever in  
our hearts.
Ximena

THANKS
My family and I would like to extend a very 
special thank you to everyone for the beautiful 
flowers, cards ,words of encouragement, and all 
the amazing meals that were made for us in our 
time of need. Thank you for keeping us in your 
prayers and thoughts as we continue to deal with 
the passing of my husband, father, grandfather and 
great grandfather, William, John, Leavoy.
—Ginette Leavoy & family
Thank you to all our family ,friends and 
neighbours who supplied us with everything we 
needed as we recovered from Covid.
Green Briar is the best!
Patti and Bill Brown

Grant Drury
Owner/Managing Director

705-435-3535
druryfc@bellnet.ca

druryfuneralcentre.com

519 Victoria Street East, Alliston

http://briarcrier.ca
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Among its recommendations, the report calls for 
the Canada Business Corporations Act to require 
a statement of purpose by a corporation’s board of 
directors (excluding small businesses), a “comply 
or explain” approach to stating that social purpose 
and broadening the best interests of the corporation 
to include impacts on the community. It also 
suggests amending fiduciary duty of directors and 
officers requiring them to pursue the purpose of the 
corporation with a view to its best interests.
“Amending director fiduciary duty to stipulate 
that directors have a duty to pursue the purpose is 
a game-changing proposal. To put that into effect 
boards will need to know what the purpose of their 
corporation is, which arguably is essential for good 
governance,” says Coro Strandberg, one of the 
report’s editors and chair of the Canadian Purpose 
Economy Project.
“Our current economic system prioritizes profit 
over the well-being of people and nature,” 
says Tara Campbell, well-being economies 
specialist at the David Suzuki Foundation, which 
commissioned the report. “Part of transforming 
to a society that values our needs, relationships 
and the natural world is ensuring corporations are 
held accountable for their actions. Establishing a 
corporate purpose is one tool to help enable  
that shift.”
davidsuzuki.org

TORONTO | Traditional territories of several 
First Nations including the Williams 
Treaties First Nations, Huron-Wendat, 
the Anishnaabeg, Haudenosaunee, 
Chippewas and the Mississaugas of 
the Credit First Nation — To survive in 
and meaningfully contribute to today’s world, 
corporations should have a stated purpose. 
Making this a legal requirement would orient 
companies toward clearly articulating social and 
environmental objectives. That’s according to a 
new report published today, which is calling for 
legal reform to ensure corporations in Canada are 
held accountable.
Bringing Corporate Purpose into the Mainstream: 
Directions for Canadian Law concludes that a 
more solid legal scaffolding for corporate purpose 
in Canada is necessary and puts forward five key 
recommendations to make it happen.
“Right now, it’s up to the discretion of corporate 
leaders in Canada to decide if they want their 
companies to have a purpose that sets out why 
it exists,” says Richard Janda, law professor at 
McGill University and co-author of the report. “We 
believe it should be legally required. In addition, 
corporations should have to comply or explain their 
approach to stating a social purpose if they want to 
benefit from corporate status.”
The idea of bringing corporate purpose into the 
mainstream through legal reform isn’t new. As the 
report shows, it’s already happening in places like 
France and the U.K.
“We’re not asking for Canada to step up and be the 
first country in the world to have a legal framework 
encouraging a stated corporate purpose,” says 
Iseoluwa Akintunde, international lawyer and 
doctoral candidate at McGill University. “We’re 
asking Canada to catch up with other countries and 
take the lead in making further reforms. It’s past 
time to require corporations to state why  
they exist.”

New report calls for overdue changes to Canada Business Corporations Act

Today’s corporations need a social purpose — and it’s time for 
Canada to enforce it

http://briarcrier.ca
http://davidsuzuki.org
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TD Weath Private Investment Advice

We work with you to help you reach your goals as they grow  
and change
Benefit from a one-on-one relationship with a dedicated Investment Advisor. Receive financial advice 
while staying involved in the key decisions about your portfolio.

Start a conversation today

The Hudson Team is a part of TD Wealth Private Investment Advice, a division of TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. which is a subsidiary of the Toronto-Dominion 
Bank. All trademarks are the property of the resective owners. ®The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of the Toronto-Dominion Bank or its 
subsidiaries. 6125894

Debbie Hudson, CFP, CIM 
Senior Investment Advisor
Tel: 705-435-8874 | debbie.hudson@td.com
TD Weath Private Investment Advice
18 Victoria St East PO Box 906
Alliston, Ontario  L9R 1W1 
https://advisors.td.com/debbie.hudson/

Debbie Hudson, CFP, CIMDebbie Hudson, CFP, CIM
Senior Investment Advisor
Tel: 705-435-8874 | debbiehudson@td.com
TD Wealth Private Investment Advice, 18 Victoria Street East, Alliston 
https://advisors.td.com/debbie.hudson/

M O V I N G  M A D E  E A S Y

Call for a 
FREE 
Market 

Evaluation 
of your home

Bill Scott
Sales Representative

1.705.791.3479
billscott@remaxchay.com
20 Victoria Street W., 

Alliston

www.TheBarbDemariaTeam.com

Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated RAISING THE BAR

Selling Briar Hill 
for Over 15 Years! Amazing 

“Chilton” Model 
In The 

“Award Winning” 
Community Of 

“Briar Hill”
Live The Dream! 

Call Bill for more information 705-791-3479

PRICED TO SELL

Home Situated At Top 
Of Hill Overlooking 
Countryside To The 
South & Backing 
Onto The New 
“Cul-De-Sac” Of 
Million Dollar Homes 
Under Construction 
Now. 
Too Many Upgrades 

To Mention & 
Home Shows A 10++

$799,900
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