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Contact us today! 519 - 942 - 1568 info@donsheatingandcooling.com

308 Broadway, Unit 4
Orangeville, Ontario

ASK US HOW

www.donsheatingandcooling.com

Financing offers available OAC. 
Some conditions apply.

Homeowners can get up to $10000 for retrofits 
 Enhanced rebates through a new partnership with Enbridge Gas and the 

Government of Canada’s Greener Home Grant

When it's time to invest in a new Heating and Cooling system, a CARRIER Hybrid Heat 
Pump is the perfect solution. A CARRIER Hybrid Heat Pump will reduce your carbon foot-
print and at the same time lower your Heating and Cooling bills Substantially. The heat a 

Heat Pump delivers is FREE, all you are paying for is the transportation costs, this means 
that for every $1.00 you spend in electricity the CARRIER Hybrid Heat Pump will deliver 
$3.00 of heat. This means 300% efficiency. Between the Government of Ontario and En-
bridge there are up to $6500 in rebates. The Carrier Hybrid Heat Pump will be a smaller 

investment then a typical Gas Furnace and Central Air conditioning system. Contact us for 
details and to get your FREE no obligation quote on a Carrier Hybrid Heat Pump. 

Contact us for Details

For full rebate details 
scan the QR code
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Pharmacist Today!

Swelling ankles or legs? 

Pharmacist Today!

Swelling ankles or legs? Swelling ankles or legs? 
Varicose veins?
Our Sigvaris stocking  
fitter can help.
GIVE US A CALL.

let’s talk about… 
medication manager ®
Safe. Accurate. Simple. Proven. 
Effective. Efficient. Convenient.  
Helpful. Practical.
It’s managing your medication  
made easy.

Facebook.com/Pages/Pharmasave-cookstown

Cookstown Pharmasave

Seniors’ Day Every Wednesday
(65 and over)
10% Off store wide
Some restrictions apply - 
see store for details.

Pharmacist Today!

Swelling ankles or legs? 

Pharmacist Today!

Swelling ankles or legs? 

Pharmacist Today!

Swelling ankles or legs? 

It’s past midnight and you are in an 
emergency. It is critical for your care to know 
the medications you are taking.  
Don’t have your list?
No problem with Pharmasave’s 
eCare!
Like online banking, your medical information 
is just a click away! Safe, secure and with 
many other features including eRefills and 
health information. Pharmasave.com/eCare
Register for eCare with your Pharmasave 
Pharmacist today!

Cookstown Pharmasave
52 Queen Street, Unit 2, Cookstown
Phone 705-458-1292 
Email dave@cookstownpharmasave.com

Call to book your appointment today!

Cookstown Pharmasave now offers 
an in-store foot care clinic once 
monthly!
• Assess patient’s feet, medical history
• Cut and file toenails
• Treat ingrown toenails, corns, calluses and 
fungal nails

• Moisturize the skin
• Document/chart patient’s progress
• Refer to other healthcare professional,  
if required

http://briarcrier.ca
https://www.facebook.com/pharmasavecookstown/
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A  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  M a g a z i n e
WEB: BriarCrier.ca

HOURS: 9 to 5 Monday to Friday

SENDING US INFORMATION
▶ DEADLINES

FOR THE APRIL ISSUE: 
Friday, March 10th

FOR THE MAY ISSUE: 
Monday, April 10th

Residents are welcome to submit 
information for inclusion in the 
Community News, Bargain Market, 
and Resident Messages sections free 
of charge (some limitations apply).

Our mission is to promote community. 
You can help – send a picture, story, 
poem; anything you think residents 
will enjoy.
The Briar Crier promotes the activities of 
many local volunteer-run organizations 
gratuitously. For information, contact 
Marie Fischer, Margravine Media Inc., at  
705-434-4569.
Please note that submissions may be 
edited for clarity and brevity.
Please email your submission to the 
Editor, Marie Fischer at  
mariefischer@briarcrier.ca
We respect your privacy and do not sell, 
rent, or share your personal information 
with anyone.

Publisher 

MARGR AVINE MEDIA INC 
PO BOX 686

ALLISTON ON L9R 1V8
Phone 705-434-4569

 Email  mariefischer@briarcrier.ca

 8 Around Town
 Area News and Events 
 Councillor's Letter 

 6 Editor's Desk
16 Briar Hill Community Centre

18 Lifestyle
 Articles & Columns 
 

23 Marketplace
 Bargain Market Ads 
 Classified Ads

Volume 32, Issue 10

Editor-in-Chief Marie Fischer

Advertising Design Joanne Radyk-Carrick

Contributors
Trent Mayers: Wine Journeys

 Year 32!

Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily intended 
to reflect those of the Publisher. Margravine Media Inc. accepts no 
responsibility or liability for claims made for any product or service 
reported on or advertised in this issue. Margravine Media Inc. also 
reserves the right to limit liability for omissions and errors to a printed 
correction in the next issue.

http://BriarCrier.ca
mailto:mariefischer%40briarcrier.ca?subject=
mailto:mariefischer%40briarcrier.ca?subject=
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Take BackTake Back
ControlControl

Prices KeepPrices Keep
      Increasing..      Increasing....

WE HAVE MANY DIFFERENT 
OPTIONS TO HELP YOU

Low Income • Bad Credit • Huge Debt Loads

ADVICE 
IS FREEIS FREE

Are you struggling financially?Are you struggling financially?

Kristen Ross
Mortgage Broker 

(705) 890-1459

Lisa Purchase
Mortgage Broker

(705) 434-1266

H/O: 1370 Killarney Beach Road, Box 190, Lefroy, ON L0L 1W0

#11707

http://briarcrier.ca
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Hello!
I cannot think of anything better to write about 
today than that I am excited that Spring is just 
around the corner. My husband and I were driving 
to Kingston about two weeks ago and noticed there 
were hundreds of Canada Geese returning from 
southern climes. That's early! The geese usually 
return to Canada in April, May or early June,  
not February. 
We may not know what's coming, but birds and 
animals do. Do you remember the not so kind 
expression "bird brain"? Well, science shows 
that some birds, in particular the corvids (ravens, 
crows, jays, magpies, etc.), and especially parrots, 
macaws and cockatoos, are quite intelligent. So, I 
do not doubt that spring weather will arrive much 
earlier this year and I am confidant that when it 
does, we will all be overjoyed!
I will not be gardening as much as I'm used to. I 
tore the meniscus in one of my knees last summer 
because I was careless when squatting to pull 
weeds. It still bothers me. Fortunately, raised beds 
are an option, so I can at least continue to grow a 
few vegetables and of course, tomatoes. The taste 
of a warm, fresh tomato is not something I want  
to miss. 
My husband and I will be buying e-bikes this 
spring. To be honest, I'm a little nervous.  
I took a scooter for a test drive last year. I'm not as 
venturesome as I used to be ― I nearly broke my 
hand and tore a big chunk out of my elbow when 
I forgot how to brake and thew myself off it. I do 
hope you are laughing.
The golfers have been on my mind today. I don't 
golf; however, when I read the golf reports sent to 
us for publication, I can feel their excitement. 
I wish all of you happiness and good health.
Whatever your wishes are for the coming season, I 
hope you realize them.
Remember to Spring forward your clocks 1 hour 
on Sunday, March 12, 2023. The first day of Spring 
is Monday, March 20th! 

Editor's Desk

RESIDENT MESSAGES
Best Wishes, Thanks, Birthday, Anniversary, 

Engagement, Marriage, Personal, Special Occasion, 
Sympathy, Obituaries/In Memoriam

NO CHARGE! (50 word maximum please)

Don't forget!

Happy  
St. Patrick's 

Day!
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AROUND TOWN: NEWS & EVENTS

Letter from Ward 4 Councillor  
Alan Masters

Another month has now gone by … where has 
the time gone since November! It seems like only 
yesterday I was initiated into council. Meeting  
after meeting, budget deliberations; this sure is a 
busy job! 
Today, we live in unique times; instability around 
the globe, world oil supply issues causing stock 
markets to dip and dive, and steep rising prices 
everywhere. New Tecumseth is not immune to 
this situation. As Canada's 7th fastest growing 
municipality, we are only at 50% of our planned 
population expansion of approximately 90,000 
by 2032. These high costs and shortage issues are 
trickling down to our town, making it much more 
difficult to manage our planned growth, but I have 
faith in our staff and council. I look forward to 
contributing to this planned growth throughout my 
tenure in Council. Meantime, it looks like our Fire 
Station 2 is going ahead and hopefully, all being 
well with shovels in the ground this spring.
Regarding the coyote issue, this is the last word 
given to me by all those powers to be who were 
involved. The coyotes have been around the Briars 
since before the developments were built. As the 
years have gone by, the coyote population has 
grown extensively. Typically, they won’t attack 

LIVE

Upcoming Performances
Friday March 17

“FlashBack” in the Mercer Pub
Thursday March 30
The Beatle Band
Saturday April 15

The Legendary Patsy Cline Show
Thursday April 27
Jersey Seasons 

Friday May 5
World Class Blues
Wednesday May 31

Over The Moon, Jack Atlas Memorial
Tuesday August 15

Gordon Hendricks Unplugged
Wednesday August 16

World Class Elvis Tribute Artist
Thursday September 28

Michael Bublé Live Tribute
Thursday October 12
Johnny Cash Tribute

Four-Week Classic Concert Series:
Sunday March 5 

Kyuyoung Lee and Hyoung Wuk Kim
Sunday March 19

 Xiting Yang - Pianist
Sunday April 2

Joonghun Cho - Pianist
Sunday April 16

Caroline Kim - Cellist

The Gibson Café
Lunches prepared and served at the Café!

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE 
www.gibsoncentre.com

FOR DETAILS CALL OUR BOX OFFICE 

705-435-2828

Centre for Community, Arts & Culture

The
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FREE Shop at Home FREE Shop at Home 
ServiceService

SERVING THE BRIAR’S FOR OVER 30 YEARS! SERVING THE BRIAR’S FOR OVER 30 YEARS! 
Awning MasterAwning Master

705-817-7719 • 1-800-707-3154
www.awningmaster.ca

http://briarcrier.ca
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AROUND TOWN: NEWS & EVENTS

people; however, I believe they have sadly taken 
some small pets, such as cats and a small dog.
Apparently, this time of year is breeding season, 
so they will be more active than usual. If certain 
animals have and are being a major nuisance, 
the owner/owners in the phase can request to 
their management corporation for the animals 
be trapped and removed. The GBRSO is aware 
of this situation and have agreed to liaison and 
communicate wildlife animal control experts 
information with phases, as needed. Hopefully, 
as the breeding season ends we will see less 
incursions.
I am very happy to see our community centres back 
in action with lots of great social activities planned 
and taking place. Wendy and I just had a wonderful 
pancake supper at the Green Briar Community 
Centre. We had a great meal and a wonderful chat 
with many fellow residents. We noticed on the day 
of writing this letter we still had some daylight at 
6:30 p.m. Spring is just around the corner.
Take care. 
Alan  Masters 
Councillor Ward 4 
em amasters@newtecumseth.ca / ph 705-890-4365

1B-180 Parsons Road, Alliston

Direct: (705) 770-9024
Raluca@yourpropertysold.ca

www.yourpropertysold.ca

What is your home worth? Call for a FREE Evaluation

Raluca MacKenzie
Broker, CNE

Active Listings: 16

Properties Sold: 5

Average Sale Price:
$700,000

Previous Month Average
Sale Price: $877,500

Green Briar & Briar Hill January
Market Update

Not Intended to Solicit Properties Currently Under Contract - Stats Courtesy of Toronto Real Estate Board  

Stats Include All Property Types : Detached, Semi-detached & Apartments 

Alliston | 85 Victoria St. W. (705) 435-6481

Innisfil | HWY 400 at Innisfil Beach Road (705) 431-2500

2

1

3
Get a Grip on Winter!

Available At

Made in Canada

10%
SENIORS 

DISCOUNT

KINGSDOWN
Live life well rested

Grant Drury
Owner/Managing Director

705-435-3535
druryfc@bellnet.ca

druryfuneralcentre.com

519 Victoria Street East, Alliston

http://www.briscofurniture.com
http://www.druryfuneralcentre.com
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The

Centre for Community, Arts & Culture

705-435-2828 | gibsoncentre.com | 63 Tupper St. W., Alliston

Save the Date!  
April 20, 2023

Tasting Dinner 
5:30pm-8:00pm

Includes Cocktail, Wine and 
a 5-Course Tasting Menu

 Tickets $125

Double Your Pleasure!Double Your Pleasure! Double Your Pleasure!Double Your Pleasure!

TOTT Pub Style 
8:00pm-11:30pm

With Pub Food
Tickets $60 

Craft Beer & Spirits 
Offered In the Mercer Pub

 Includes a 50/50 draw

http://briarcrier.ca
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AROUND TOWN: NEWS & EVENTS

SIMCOE MUSKOKA – As the cost of living 
continues to rise at an unprecedented rate, results 
of the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit’s 
(SMDHU) 2022 Nutritious Food Basket (NFB) 
survey show that more residents are finding it 
difficult to put basic healthy food on the table and 
for some, it is nearly impossible.
The NFB survey is an important tool to monitor 
food affordability. Conducted annually, the NFB 
survey measures how much it costs residents 
throughout the region to purchase a basic healthy 
diet. The 2022 survey showed that it costs 
$1159.92 for a family of four (two adults and 
two children) and $419.00 for a single-person 
household to buy basic groceries for the month.
For many individuals and families living with 
lower incomes, the cost of healthy food and rent 
uses most of their income and in some cases, all or 
more. A family of four with one full-time earner 
making minimum wage is spending 66 per cent of 
their income on food and rent, while a single adult, 
living alone on Ontario Works is spending 161 
per cent of their income, with no money left over 
for non-negotiable living expenses like utilities or 
transportation.
“When people have no other option but to cut 
their food budget to pay for other essential fixed-
expenses, they are experiencing household food 
insecurity,” says Vanessa Hurley, public health 
nutritionist and registered dietitian. “The struggle 
to put food on the table is real for many of our 
residents – one in six households are experiencing 
some level of food insecurity. Without access to 
nutritious foods people may begin to experience 
negative health outcomes that can last a long time 
and even a lifetime.”

705-458-APEX (2739)
14 Queen Street, Cookstown
www.apexplumbingdecor.ca Luxury bathroom

and kitchen products

WEDNESDAY’S 
SENIOR DISCOUNT 

(Please Present This Ad)

GET AN EXTRA 5% 
ON ALL SALE/DISPLAY ITEMS

OFF
ALL REGULAR
PRICED FIXTURES25%

Kelly has served the real estate needs  
of this community since 1989.

FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION
Sales Representative

CONTACT RCR Realty, Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

7 Victoria Street West, Alliston 
705-435-3000 or 1-866-772-5368 
E-mail kmccague@royallepage.ca
www.kellymccague.com
Committed to providing the highest 
level of professional standards

169 Dufferin St S 
Unit 6

705-435-1513

Come make great wine with us!
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Grate Groan-Up Spelling Bee 
The Grate Groan-Up Spelling Bee is back for our 
11th year, after a three-year hiatus. This fun event 
features costumed teams of three adults competing 
in a traditional spelling bee with prizes for Best 
Costumes, Most Team Spirit and of course, Best 
Spellers.  It also features a Play-at-the-table round, 
50/50 and a delicious prime rib dinner and silent 
auction. This year we are honoured to have two-time 
winner of the Stephen Leacock Medal for Humour, 
Terry Fallis as our Honorary Chair.  Terry has written 
eight novels, including The Best Laid Plans (2008), 
which was turned into a miniseries that aired on 
CBC.   You are invited to enter a team for $250 or 
attend to watch the fun for $60.   All funds raised 
will go to support FREE, one-to-one adult tutoring 
at Next Step.  Please contact 705-435-5624 or email 
info@nextstepliteracy.ca

Stevenson Memorial Hospital, 
Riverwood Senior Living and Home 
& Community Care Support Services 
Partner to Create Transitional Care 
Program
(NEW TECUMSETH, ON – 2/2/2023) Stevenson 
Memorial Hospital (SMH), Riverwood Senior Living 
retirement residence and Home and Community 
Care Support Services have partnered to create a 
Transitional Care Program. The program is being 
funded by Ontario Health Central.
The program provides patients no longer in need of 
acute health care services an opportunity to transition 
out of hospital and into a local retirement residence, 
where they can receive additional rehabilitative 

http://briarcrier.ca
mailto:info%40nextstepliteracy.ca?subject=


14    Briar Crier   March 2023

AROUND TOWN: NEWS & EVENTS

BLINDS SHUTTERSDRAPERY
35 Victoria St. East, Town Square

Alliston, Ontario
705.435.9869

FREE SHOP
AT HOME
SERVICE

FREE INSTALL AND NO TAXES
when this ad is presented at the time of consultation

www.colorstudio.ca
info@colorstudio.ca

SHOWROOM OPEN TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 11-4PM 
OTHERWISE BY APPOINTMENT

www.HERBERTSBOOTS.com

Alliston | 85 Victoria Street West | (705) 435-6481
Innisfil | HWY 400 at Innisfil Beach Road | (705) 431-2500

AAvvaaiillaabbllee aatt
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Depta Insurance  
Agency Inc.
Norm Depta, Agent 
22 Church St S  
Alliston ON L9R 1S7 
705-435-1434

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply. 
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of  
the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du Québec, used under licence.

Better savings start here
Lower your premiums when you insure 
both your car and home with us. 

Stop in, call or click to contact me today.

services as they await their permanent bed, either at 
home or in a long-term care facility.
Patients eligible for the program will be identified 
by the Care Coordinator/Discharge Planner at SMH 
in consultation with the inpatient unit physician and 
team. Upon consent received, patients will transition 
to Riverwood Senior Living from SMH, where a 
four-bed Transitional Care Unit (TCU) is available. 
The program allows patients to stay at Riverwood 
Senior Living in the TCU for up to 90 days free of 
charge. Services such as physiotherapy, occupational 
therapy and PSW support will be determined and 
provided for patients in the program, as needed. 
A nurse practitioner from SMH will also provide 
follow-up visits with the patient.
“This is an excellent opportunity for our patients  
to continue to receive support and additional  
health care services close to home, while alleviating 
bed capacity pressures in our inpatient units,” says 
Julia Mullen, Chief Nursing Executive and VP 
Clinical Services, SMH. “At times, up to  
20 per cent of inpatient beds at SMH are occupied by 
ALC (alternate level of care) patients. We are proud 
to be a part of this program that supports our patients, 
community and local partners.”
“We are pleased to host the Transitional Care Unit at 
Riverwood Senior Living and provide a comfortable 
environment for those in need of additional 
rehabilitation services while waiting to transfer home 
or find a permanent location,” says Ruth Green, 
General Manager, Riverwood Senior Living. “Our 
residence offers the space, amenities and additional 
support that these patients will benefit from as they 
continue their care journey.” Additional information 
about the Transitional Care Program will be provided 
to eligible patients and families at SMH.
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We’re All About

and Your Smileand Your Smile

dental hygiene is a vital part of your 
overall health

We Can Help With 
Your Regular Check Ups

lloveove Your HeartYour Heart

A GREAT SMILE

requires more than justrequires more than just

LuckLuck

BookBook Your Appointment Today! Your Appointment Today!

29 Main Street West, Suite 100, Beeton  |  905-729-7272  |  www.beetonfamilydentist.com

WE 
WELCOME 

NEW 
PATIENTS

MAKE HYGIENE 
A GOOD HABIT

It takes good daily hygeine, 
regular exams, professional 
cleanings and maintenance 

We’re Here To Help!

705.717.8726
ListwithLovatt.ca

Brokerage,  Independently Owned and Operated

FREEFREE 
SELLER’S 

CONSULTATION!

Christine Lovatt, Realtor®

Moving You and Your Pets with Love

http://briarcrier.ca
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MARCH NEWS 

EXCITING “POP UP” PROGRAMS 
Friday March 3rd at 1:00 pm  
  in the BHCC Great Room  

Gut Health for Aging Gracefully 
With Lisa Taylor, Integrative Nutrition& Gut Health 
Coach 
Learn how to harness the power of gut health to 
optimize your health for longer and more vibrant 
golden years!  
• Understanding the power of our gut microbiome 
• How to uncover the right diet for your unique 

body 
• The power of meal planning, prep and cooking at 

home 
• How to use anti-inflammatory food as medicine 
• Cultivating better stress management 
• Ways to reduce your toxic load 
• Creating your healthy balance 
 

Tuesday March 21st at 1:00 pm  
  in the BHCC Great Room  

“Journey to the edge of the Floe” 
Kathy MacFarlane, Alliston Professional 
Photographer, will be presenting pictures and 
description of her trip of a lifetime to Baffin Island. 
 
For those who wish to attend, please register by 
email at bhcc@rogers.com 
 

Friday March 30th - 10:00am to 3:00pm  
  in the BHCC Lower Level 

Walk-In COVID-19 Clinic 
Exclusively for Briar Hill Residents. 
 

Watch for details! 
If you are not getting the eNEWS each week, 
contact the BHCC office to have your name added 
to the distribution list, or see the online form on 
the BHCC website. 
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The Briar Hill Community Centre is open to all Residents daily from 8am - 11pm 
The BHCC Administrative Office hours are Monday to Thursday from 9am to 3pm 
Telephone  705-435-8066 Email bhcc@rogers.com Website bhccontheweb.ca 

             
        

Chili Fest – Saturday March 18th 
Do you make good Chili? Want to see what others 
think?  We're planning a Chili Fest Cookoff for 
Saturday, March 18th, in the Community Centre 
Great Room.  If you'd be interested in preparing 
your chili Masterpiece for others to try and grade, 
please let the Office know at bhcc@rogers.com.. 
 

New / Restarting Activities 
Due to the popularity of Tuesday evening 
Shuffleboard, we are now adding the last Saturday 
evening of the month, starting Saturday February 
25.  Sign up at 6:30 pm with games starting at 
6:45 - 10:00 pm in the Lower Level. If you are 
looking for a fun evening out, a chance to meet 
new people and some friendly competition, this is 
the place for you. Open to all skill levels. Bring 
your favorite snacks and drinks.   
 

Call for Volunteers 
We are looking for energetic, residents who are 
interested in working together to plan and host 
some exciting social events. No special talent is 
required – just an interest in getting together with 
like individuals to share ideas and to work on 
events that the committee plans  
If you are interested in getting involved, we would 
love to hear from you. Call the office or send an 
email to bhcc@rogers.com. 
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required – just an interest in getting together with 
like individuals to share ideas and to work on 
events that the committee plans  
If you are interested in getting involved, we would 
love to hear from you. Call the office or send an 
email to bhcc@rogers.com. 
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mediamedia

at the Tottenham Conservation area through this 
software on our website: newtecumseth.ca/camping

The new online booking tool makes it easy and 
convenient for residents and visitors to view 
site amenities, including images of each site, 
dimensions, availability and to book reservations.

The Town will continue building on the facility 
bookings feature online to allow for bookings of 
additional facilities in the future.

County relaunches Bursary  
Program to support local students
MIDHURST 3/19/21 – The County of Simcoe is 
committed to working with member municipalities 
to support the pursuit of higher education.
Through the County’s long-standing  Education 
Bursary Program, up to 21 $3,000 bursaries are 
available to County of Simcoe students attending 

Reliable
   Pest Control

Dial us for the 
little things that 

bug you!

Over 40 years of experience • Government Licenced & Bonded

website: www.reliablepestcontrol.ca | email info@reliablepestcontrol.ca

• Bedbug & Carpenter Ant Specialist
• Green/Eco Programs

Bed Bugs
Wasps
Ants
Flies

Cockroaches
Termites

Mosquitoes
Spiders
Rodents

Silver Fish
Fleas

Earwigs

• Bee & Wasp Elimination
• Mice & Rat Extermiination

WE SELL RESULT’S!

1-833-831-2727

10% Discount For Cash Payment Free Estimates

BOOK NOW & GET
5%, 10% & 15%

OFF!!!

a post-secondary institution in Ontario. One 
bursary is guaranteed for a resident of each 
participating  member municipality. “Through 
investments such as our Bursary Program, the 
County supports higher education institutions and 
students, understanding the value in equipping 
the next generation with the skills they need to 
be competitive in today’s advancing society,” 
said Warden George Cornell. “As we grow our 
economy, it is essential that we assist those 
students moving on to post-secondary education 
to help maximize their potential and ensure the 
continuity of a reliable workforce. Through our 
bursary program, as well as our funding to area 
post-secondary schools, we are helping train 
and support our future workforce."The Bursary 
Program provides those residents accepted into 
the program with financial assistance to access 
post-secondary education and training. This 
program is consistent with the County of Simcoe’s 

For all your 
Plumbing needs!
Toilets • Faucets • Drain Cleaning

Locally Owned & Operated
705-434-0100
info@PTPlumbing.ca

PT PLUMBING

Scott’S Auto RepAiRS

FULL SERVICE REPAIR 
AND DIAGNOSTICS

114 Dufferin Street South
Alliston, ON L9R 1E9

705-435-2641

 Independently Owned 
Servicing our community for over 30 years!

Call Call Wendy Small when you need it allwhen you need it all!!

Thinking of making a MOVE? 
You need a respected, knowledgeable real estate 
professional who offers outstanding customer 
service, attention to every detail, and integrity!
Award Winning representative with years of 
experience in the Briar Hill/Green Briar 
communities.
Long-term resident • Condominium Board Member

  Sales Representative

C  905.724.0717 
O 705.435.3000  
wendysmall@royallepage.ca
wendysmall.com 
7 Victoria Street West, Alliston7 Victoria Street West, Alliston

RCR Realty, Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

Wendy SmallWendy Small

FREE Home Evaluation

http://briarcrier.ca
http://kellymccague.com
mailto:wendysmall%40royallepage.ca?subject=
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The imminent celebration of St. Patrick’s Day 
reminded me that we owe a lot to the Irish 
and their involvement in the global wine 

trade. I know what you’re thinking; aren’t the Irish 
all about Guinness and whiskey? Yes, but Irish 
expatriates have had a huge influence on some of 
the world’s major wine regions.

Let’s look at Bordeaux first. There are wine 
producers that have names that do not sound 
exceedingly French; for instance, two First 
Growths, Château Léoville Barton and Château 
Lynch-Bages. Thomas Barton began by shipping 
wine to Ireland, but by 1722 he had established his 
business in France, and by 1826 he had founded his 
now famous Chateau. The Barton family still retain 
Irish passports to this day. Thomas Lynch inherited 
the property from his father, a native of Galway, in 
1749. Ultimately, they sold it, but the family name 
lives on.

Now let’s turn to Australia where two famous 
wine regions have very Irish names: McLaren 
Vale and Clare Valley. And it doesn’t end 
there; two Australian industry giants Jim Barry 
and McGuigan Wines were founded by Irish 
descendents. Jim Barry became the first qualified 
winemaker in the Clare Valley, graduating with 
the 17th Degree in Oenology from Roseworthy 
Agricultural College in 1947. Dairy farming in the 
Hunter Valley was Owen McGuigan’s first calling.  
That all changed in 1880 when he decided to start 
vineyards to supplement his income. The rest, as 
they say, is history.

Now you know a little more of the Irish forays into 
the world of wine.  Sláinte!

My ratings are based on a 5 star system developed 
by Michael Broadbent: 5 stars: Outstanding;  
4 stars: Very good; 3 stars: Good; 2 stars: 

Moderately good; 1 star: Not very good, but not 
bad; No stars: Poor. 

Château Moncontour Demi-Sec Vouvray 2020 
★★★★ $19.95 (Vintages)
Vouvray from the Loire Valley is a stylistic 
chameleon. The grape from the region, Chenin 
Blanc, can reliably produce excellent dry, semi-
sweet, sweet, or even Sparkling wines. This one, 
produced from 20-45 year old vines, falls in the 
realm of semi-sweet. It’s quite full bodied, imbued 
with lemon, honey, poached pear, apple sauce, and 
chalky minerals. Serve it with mild curries, butter 
chicken, or seafood.

Casal di Serra Verdicchio dei Castelli di Jesi 
Classico Superiore 2020 ★★★★ $19.95 
(Vintages)
This Italian white is produced with organically 
grown grapes from the Marche region in Italy. 
It has a quite lovely texture with suggestions of 
lemon pith, lime, almond, anise, and yellow apple.  
Its dry nature, mouth watering acidity, and fruity 
character would make it a fine accompaniment for 
cheeses like Pecorino Romano or charcuterie of all 
kinds.

Tokaji Szamorodni Edes/Sweet 2018 ★★★★ 
$19.00 (LCBO)
Szamorodni is an excellent introduction to 
the sweet wines of Hungary’s famous Tokaji 
region.  In most Tokaji, sweetness is controlled 
by adding a premeasured amount of botrytis 
affected (BA) Furmint grapes to the fermentation, 
but Szamorodni translated to “as it comes”. This 
means that the grapes are field harvested with an 
uncontrolled amount of BA and normal grapes, 
hence the name. It’s definitely sweet at 99 g/L of 
residual sugar, full bodied, and filled with apricot 
jam, honey, lemon, orange marmalade, and spiced 
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pear. If you’re looking to complement desserts like 
Sacher Torte or a blue cheese, this wine would be 
first-rate.

Wayne Gretzky Rosé 2021 ★★★½  $17.95  
(The Wine Shop, LCBO)
A simple, light, dry Rosé from the Great One made 
with mostly Pinot Noir with the addition of a little 
Gewürztraminer and Pinot Grigio. It quite pale 
pink and displays white cranberry, watermelon, 
lemon, apple, grapefruit, and wet stone. Try it with 
shrimp cakes or margherita pizza.

d'Arenberg d'Arry's Original Grenache/Shiraz 
2018 ★★★½  $19.95 (Vintages)
Australia is really staking a claim to Rhone style 
wines and you can see why with reds like this one 
from McLaren Vale. It’s a little closed; so, decant it 
for ½ hour to open up the aromatics. Then you will 
find all the wine can offer: strawberry, plum jam, 
red cherry, fennel, licorice, black pepper, vanilla, 
and barrel smoke. Despite being very dry, this wine 
goes very well with marmalade glazed ham.

Jean-Pierre Moueix Bordeaux 2018 ★★★½+  
$19.95 (Vintages)
It’s rare to find well-mannered, let alone a very 
good, Bordeaux below the $20 price point, but 
this one delivers. The label indicates a generic 
Bordeaux, which means it was made with fruit 
from anywhere in the whole region. That decision 
gave the winemaker the freedom to eschew 
Cabernet Sauvignon for a blend of 80 per cent 
Merlot and 20 per cent Cabernet Franc, which 
renders it drinkable now. The tannins are high, but 
not too aggressive. The full bodied palate delivers 
flavours of black plum, cedar, blackberry, tobacco, 
vanilla, sage, and baking spices. Drink over the 
next year or two, it’s not built for long term aging.  
Butter seared medium rare beef tenderloin will 
show this wine to its best advantage. 

Fontanafredda Langhe Nebbiolo 2020 ★★★★ 
$20.95 (Vintages)
Although it cannot be called Barolo since it 
comes from an adjacent region in Piedmont, it 
is nevertheless an excellent introduction to the 
Nebbiolo grape. Their upside is it’s drinkable now 
since it does not possess the intense tannins that 
exemplify Barolo. Don’t be fooled by the pale 
ruby colour; the wine is definitely full bodied with 

Alliston’s Complete Furniture
and Appliance Store

Downtown Alliston
43 Victoria Street West
Serving Green Briar & Briar Hill 

since 1983

705•435•5678

furniture & appliance ltd

Palliser

Frigidaire

Whirlpool & 
KitchenAid

Maytag

Décor Rest

Authorized 
Dealer for 

kenbrisco@bellnet.ca | www.briscofurniture.com

FREE
Delivery, Setup 
& Removal of 

Replaced 
Product

a flavour profile dominated by spiced red plum, 
strawberry jam, sweet cherry, cedar, and vanilla.  
Polpette al sugo (meatballs with tomato sauce) and 
lamb would suit this perfectly.

Saumur Champigny Lieu Dit Les Poyeux 2018 
★★★★  $18.95 (Vintages)
For fans of Cabernet Franc, this is one worth 
searching for at Vintages. The name of the region, 
Champigny, comes from the Latin “Campus Ignis”, 
which means “Field of Fire”. Unsurprisingly, it 
is a warm microclimate in the Loire Valley that 
produces a ripe, full bodied version of Cab Franc.  
Expect a mix of florals with chocolate, blackberry, 
black currant, raspberry, and burnt caramel. 
Roasted meat with herbs and/or roasted root 
vegetables would harmonize impeccably with it.
Cheers and enjoy the journey,  
Trent 
Our wine events are on our website (winejourneys.
ca/events/).  If you are interested in our wine club 
or to book a wine event for home, charities, or 
work, please let us know.  We can be reached at 
itrent.mayers@gmail.com.

http://briarcrier.ca
http://www.briscofurniture.com
http://winejourneys.ca/events/
http://winejourneys.ca/events/
mailto:itrent.mayers%40gmail.com?subject=
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FOOD IS  
TOO GOOD TO WASTE

Inflation is digging deep into our wallets. As food 
costs continue to rise, the financial impact of food 
waste is considerable. Even more significant is 
the fact that food waste is a major contributor to 
greenhouse gas emissions. While food loss and waste 
occurs throughout the entire food supply chain, 
reducing food waste at home offers a substantial way 
to save money and improve our carbon footprint.
The National Food Waste Council investigated how 
much food was being wasted in Canadian homes in 
2022, and the results are shocking!  Canadians wasted 
450,000 eggs, dumped 1 million cups of milk down 
the drain, and threw 2,400,000 potatoes away… every 
– single – day. Canada ranks among the biggest food 
wasters in the world.  According to Second Harvest, 
nearly 60% of food produced in Canada is tossed 
every year. That’s about 35.5 million metric tonnes — 
or a small city of skyscrapers in weight — every year. 
The average Canadian household spends $1766.00 
on food that is wasted. And, the National Food Waste 
Council says that 63% of the food we waste could 
have been eaten.
Let’s look at food waste from an environmental point 
of view. In nature, there is no waste. When an apple 
falls from a tree, it breaks down and creates soil. 
When food goes into the landfill, it doesn’t break 
down like the apple because there is no oxygen. 
As it rots, the resulting leachate that oozes out of 

the bottom of a landfill threatens to contaminate 
groundwater sources.  Worse yet, rotting food in 
landfills creates methane gas which is 25 times 
more destructive than CO2. Here at home in Simcoe 
County, 47% of what goes into garbage bins could 
have been composted, using the organics bin.
So why do we waste food and what can we do about 
it? There are five main reasons food is wasted: 
over-buying, lack of meal planning, spoilage due to 
improper storage, concern for food safety because 
of confusing “sell by”, “use by”, “best before”, and 
“expiration” date labels, unwillingness to eat leftovers 
and limited awareness of food costs and the impacts 
of food waste. As my favourite food waste website  
Love Food, Hate Waste says “Plan it Out,  
Use it Up and Keep it Fresh!”. Among the myriad of 
available tips, here are some to consider to reduce 
your food waste: Before you shop, plan your meals 
for the next week, take an inventory of what’s in the 
fridge and make a shopping list. Before you put away 
your groceries, spend a little time washing items like 
delicate herbs and wrapping them in fabric bags. 
Store veggies in the high humidity crisper of the 
fridge and fruit in the low humidity crisper. If some 
food in the fridge is starting to lose its freshness, 
freeze it for future stews, soups, stocks or smoothies. 
Give wilted veggies a second chance by soaking in 
cold water to revive them. Store leftovers in clear 
containers at the front of the shelf so they are top of 
mind  
to use. Get clever creating stir-fries and soups to 
use up all the bits and bobs of veggies in the crisper. 
Challenge yourself to freeze vegetable peelings for 
a future stock – that’s a double bonus – keeps food 
out of the organics bin and reduces packaging from 
store-bought stock. Pledge to educate yourself with 
the plethora of tips and hacks on the internet about 
avoiding food waste.
It takes time and effort to shop and eat sustainably,  
but it pays off for your health and budget, and health 
of the planet. Congratulate yourself for practicing 
sustainable living.
Join us on March 7, by Zoom, for our workshop 
on Getting to Zero Waste. This is the 2nd of a 
4-part series on the importance of waste reduction 
in reducing our carbon emissions. Getting to Zero 
Waste explores why a zero waste strategy is key 
to a sustainable planet, why reduce and reuse 
are important preventative strategies in waste 

LIFESTYLE
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management, and will discuss tips to reduce all types 
of waste. 
Register at  contactus@greysforgreen.org for the 
zoom link.
Louise Montague, Greys for Green

Louise Montague is a founding member of Greys for Green in New 
Tecumseth. She is on a journey to reduce her carbon footprint and is 
interested in helping others learn how to take meaningful steps towards 
living a sustainable lifestyle.  

Contact Greys for Green at contactus@greysforgreen.org 
or follow them on social media.

GOLF!
LADY DUFFERS

It’s March and time to turn your thoughts to sprucing 
up your golf bag and clubs and trying on those golf 
shirts, etc., to see how they look.  
Sales will start at the golf shops for anyone who 
wants to stock up on balls and tees or enhance their 
bag or wardrobe with new items. 
The Lady Duffers (LDGA) Registrations are under 
way. The Registration form is on the home page at 
https://www.ladyduffersgolf.ca and our Opening Get-
Together is scheduled for May 1, with our first golf on 
May 8. More information will be on the website, so 
stay tuned. 
Golf is the ideal way to get out and get some exercise. 
It is also the ideal social distancing sport for the 
modern era. 
The LDGA provides encouragement, friendship and 
fun for golfers of all skill levels. If you have any 
questions, our contact information is on the website. 
Come join us for the 2023 season.
Mary Willard, Captain

NOTTAWASAGA LADIES 
GOLF ASSOCIATION

Can you feel it in the air? Under your feet?  
That itching feeling to swing a club and catch up 
with friends you have missed? The temperatures 
are warming up and the grass is coming up, which 
means our 2023 golf league is kicking off soon.  
Save the Date:  Tuesday, April 25th is our official 
welcoming start day!  

A Rules Recap & Breakfast is also planned for 
Tuesday, May 2nd. This can be very informative 
and fun. A Q&A session will answer any questions 
you may have about certain situations you may 
come across where you are not sure how to 
proceed. Please mark it on your calendar.
This season holds the key for a fresh start as we 
look to include rounds at all of the Nottawasaga 
courses, including Hill, Valley, Green Briar and 
the Ridge. A once-a-month shotgun start will also 
allow more social opportunities after play.  
We welcome new members to join the league, not 
only for the golf, but the comradery of the group.  
Our volunteer event coordinators are busy planning 
several fun games, as well as a memorable 
Fall Invitational Day, so the season will have 
something for everyone.
A notable follow up to our last Briar Crier 
message: Our own Barb Moody representing 
Canada, won the Ultimate Longest Drive 
Championship held in Sarasota, FL this past fall.  
WOW!  A huge accomplishment and well deserved 
congratulations Barb.
Please look for the 2023 registration form, as well 
as seasonal updates for the league on our website at  
https://nlgagolf.com/. 
We look forward to seeing old and new friends on 
Tuesday, April 25th ―it's a date! 
Lyn Jauncey 
Secretary & Communications

http://briarcrier.ca
http://contactus@greysforgreen.org
mailto:contactus%40greysforgreen.org?subject=
https://www.ladyduffersgolf.ca
https://nlgagolf.com/
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CONTACT US TODAY 647-234-5878
CHRISTIAN DIENER, BROKER; JULIAN DIENER*; KURT DIENER*,

*REAL ESTATE AGENT 

We help you get top dollar for your home
Free staging consultation
Patient & supportive 
Briars community experts 
Ask about our Seniors' discount!

KURT@KURTDIENER.COM
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 RESIDENT MESSAGES / MARKETPLACE

CLASSIFIED ADS
PAID ADVERTISING 

Email mfischer@briarcrier.ca 
or phone 705-434-4569

HELP!! I have serious buyers looking for a 
home in Briar Hill. Ideally it would be on the 
ravine or golf course with a double car garage, 
updated finishes, with a lower level walk out. 
Perhaps a Rembrant, Vermeer or Monet - loft not 
really necessary but would consider it. A short 
closing is preferred. Let me know if you are 
considering selling - thank you.  
Wendy Small, Royal LePage RCR, 905-724-0717.

SERVICES

Door-to-Door Airport Rides at Budget 
prices: Luxurious SUV. Briar Hill resident 
pilotpeteincommand@rogers.com or 416-471-0200.

Fully Licensed Collector: Looking for any 
unwanted firearms, hunting equipment and 
military items: Call Jim at 519-216-0590.

Always Clean: Services include scheduled visits 
starting at $8. Additional charges for mail pick-up 
and forwarding, plant care, cat sitting. Residents 
serving Briar Hill for 15 years. 
Cathy Morden 705-435-4159  
cathy.morden@gmail.com 

BARGAIN MARKET  
PERSONAL ITEMS FOR SALE

FREE TO BRIAR RESIDENTS 
30 word maximum - maximum value $500

FREE: Paper Blinds in various sizes & colours. 
Good for allowing you privacy while you wait for 
permanent window covering. Take all!  
Call Maureen at 416-522-2711.

Gold coloured sofa: Very good condition with 2 
accent cushions. Asking $150. Will send photo if 
requested. 705-435-3590.

Margravine Media Inc. (Publisher of the Briar Crier), its board members and 
service providers assume no responsibility for the advertisers, their claims, 
products and services that appear in this magazine and/or on our website, nor 
do we recommend any one particular service or product advertised.

FOR SALE

►1) Haven Towel Warmer - never used. Warms 
two oversized towel sheets in less than 15 min 
(auto shut-off). Paid $199 - asking $99.  
2) T FAL Classic Air Fryer & Grill - never used.  
Paid $99 - asking $50. Call Betty 647-239-5610

►Solid cherry wood buffet & hutch in mint 
condition (Gibbard) $400. Call 705-220-2782.

►Antiques & Collectibles: Call Lori or Pauline at  
705-250-1908

LAURA-JEAN DAWE
Sales Representative
Direct: 705-734-5730

www.SouthSimcoeProperties.com
 ljdawe1957@gmail.com

Call me today for a FREE
No obligation, Market Evaluation of your home!

REALTY INC. BROKERAGE

35+ 
YEARS

Experience
Independently owned & operated

Call (705) 435-5101

Visit us today and see how we’re bringing 
funeral service to the next level.

A Celebration of Life
• Beautiful spacious visitation, chapel      
   and reception areas;

• Full spectrum of food, catering and   
   bar services;

• Lovely private outdoor patio, and;

• Professional prearrangement and               
   estate document services.

244 Victoria Street East, Alliston
thomasfuneralhome.ca

http://briarcrier.ca
mailto:mfischer%40briarcrier.ca?subject=
mailto:resident.pilotpeteincommand%40rogers.com?subject=
mailto:cathy.morden%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:ljdawe1957%40gmail.com?subject=


TD Weath Private Investment Advice

We work with you to help you reach your goals as they grow 
and change
Benefit from a one-on-one relationship with a dedicated Investment Advisor. Receive financial advice 
while staying involved in the key decisions about your portfolio.

Start a conversation today

The Hudson Team is a part of TD Wealth Private Investment Advice, a division of TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. which is a subsidiary of the Toronto-Dominion 
Bank. All trademarks are the property of the resective owners. ®The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of the Toronto-Dominion Bank or its 
subsidiaries. 6125894

Debbie Hudson, CFP, CIM 
Senior Investment Advisor
Tel: 705-435-8874 | debbie.hudson@td.com
TD Weath Private Investment Advice
18 Victoria St East PO Box 906
Alliston, Ontario  L9R 1W1 
https://advisors.td.com/debbie.hudson/

Debbie Hudson, CFP, CIMDebbie Hudson, CFP, CIM
Senior Investment Advisor
Tel: 705-435-8874 | debbie.hudson@td.com
TD Wealth Private Investment Advice, 18 Victoria Street East, Alliston 
https://advisors.td.com/debbie.hudson/

M O V I N G  M A D E  E A S Y

Call for a 
FREE 
Market 

Evaluation 
of your home

Bill Scott
Sales Representative

1.705.791.3479
billscott@remaxchay.com
20 Victoria Street W., 

Alliston

www.TheBarbDemariaTeam.com

Brokerage, Independently Owned and Operated RAISING THE BAR

Selling Briar Hill 
for Over 15 Years!

Call Bill for more information 705-791-3479

70 Tuscany Grande - $1,150,000.
Stunning Turn Key 

Detached Bungalow 
Backing Onto 

The 4th Hole Of Ridge 
Golf Course In Briar Hill.
Spacious Open Concept 
Main Floor Featuring 
Vaulted Ceilings, Gourmet 
Kitchen, Large Living/Dining 
Area With Custom Gas 
Fireplace; Prime Bdrm With 
Vaulted Ceilings & 4 Pc 
Ensuite, 2 Bdrm; Laundry 
& W/O To Upper Deck With 
Dining & Bbq Area. New 
Modern Glass/Iron/Oak 
Staircase Leads Down To 
The Lower Walkout Level 
With A Generous Bdrm 
W/Ensuite; Office & Lrg 
Family Rm With 2nd Gas 
F/Place. Extensive Private 
Lower Patio With Covered 
Overhang & Picturesque 
View Of The Golf Course & 
Mature Pine Trees.


